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Stanton’s Case of Serious Injury of the Knee Joint. 
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rail, received a severe cut on the outside of (he right knee joint. The in¬ 
cision was horizontal inclining inwards and downward, from within a quar¬ 
ter of an inch of the patella, two inches posteriorly, and was of a somewhat 
conical shape: that is, the opening in the sac was not quite so large as the 
incision through the skin, in consequence of being made by the heel of the 
axe, which would necessarily give it the above mentioned shape. 

lie direction and force of the axe was such, that in passing inwards, it 
chipped off a portion of the external surface of the femoral condyle, together 
with a portion of its articulating surface. The edge of the instrument 5 then 
sank through the external semilunar cartilage, into the head of the tibia, 
slightly splintering the head of that bone, a little anterior to the head of the 
fibula. The wound bled freely at first, but the hemorrhage soon ceased. 
Ihe limb was lying an extended position, but whilst I was engaged in 
dressing the wound, the patient, by some inadvertence, caused it to slip from 
its support and become suddenly flexed. At this moment, the joint admit¬ 
ted a large quantity of air, which entered with a loud gurgling sound. This 
1 considered as imminently increasing the danger of the patient. I imme¬ 
diately placed the limb in an extended position, and by compression with 
my fingers forced a considerable portion of the air, together with some coa- 
gulum from the cavity, and by placing the wound in a depending position and 
passing my finger into the cavity of the joint, I succeeded in breaking up 
and removing large portions of coagulum which yet remained. 

After this was effected and the cavity perfectly freed from all extraneous 
substances, such as bits of bone, & c., a flexible catheter attached to a 
syringe was inserted, by the suction power of which the remaining air was 
removed: the catheter was then very carefully abstracted and the wound 
firmly closed by adhesive straps. 

The whole limb to the pelvis was then enveloped in a roller, the knee 
being padded beneath the roller with cotton batting that the pressure might 

a„ e d Ihe ,T," d u hE j ° im CVCn,y - ThC Pa,ient « «- Placed i“ bed 

and the wounded limb secured to an inclined plane, so that the foot was 
considerably elevated, in which position he rested comfortably. 

Comfortable with the exception of slight headache and a little sore- 
ness in wound Upon removing the roller and examining the knee, no 
swelling had taken place. Diet 4 oz. boiled milk and two ounces bread 
twice a day. To be purged with salts. 
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ment, &c., than to any irritating properties of the air? In favour of 
this view many examples might be adduced. Dr. Bond relates a case in 
which “ the patella was cut across transversely by a blow of an axe, 
and divided into two nearly equal portions, so that the joint was laid 
open,” and Dr. B. “ had a direct view into it. The patient was a healthy 
boy, aged eight years, and the fragments of the bone united without any 
apparent affection of the synovial membrane.” (Philadelphia Journ. 
Med. fy Phys. Sci. Vol. II. p. 273.) Other instances in which joints 
have been freely opened without any bad symptoms accruing might be 
cited; whilst on the contrary the most violent effects have often resulted from 
injuries of joints in which the wound was too small to admit the passage 
of air. It thus appears that the possession, by this fluid of any pro¬ 
perty by which it is enabled to excite irritation in synovial membranes, 
remains as yet to be proved; though it is not to be denied, that a current 
of air may prove injurious to these membranes by its temperature, when 
this last is different from that of the tissue; or by absorbing the moisture 
of the parts, and thus placing them in an unnatural condition. But we 
have discussed the subject of the action of air on the different tissues so 
fully elsewhere, (see American Cyclopedia of Practical Medicine and 
Surgery, vol. I. p. 263—270,) that we need not enter into further details 
here. 


Art. VII. Remarks on the Climate, Population, Diseases, $-c., of 
Malta, with an account of the Asiatic Cholera as it occurred in that 
Island and Gozo, in the summer of 1837. By Pliny Earle, M. D„ 
of Philadelphia. 


The island of Malta, the ancient Melila, situated between the southern 
extremity of Italy and the African coast, is in latitude 35° 50’ north, and in 
longitnde 14° 15' east. Its length is twenty miles, its greatest breadth twelve 
miles, and its surface, on the supposition -hat it were a perfect ellipse, 188 
square miles. Its soil lies upon a continuous bed of limestone, which is 
soft in texture, light in colour, and far from being durable as a material for 
building, soon crumbling when exposed to the elements. The southern 
coast, throughout nearly its whole extent, is inaccessible, the rocks rising 
in nearly perpendicular cliffs, to a height, in some places, of 300 fee°t. 
The soil, though neither rich nor deep, is in a state of the highest 
cultivation, and, under the auspices of a mild climate, furnishes to the 
cultivator two crops in the year. The number of species of native plants, 
according to Dr. Zerafa, is 644; but it is thought that, were a perfect list 
made, ,t would amount to 700. Many of the species are papilionaceous; 
but few of them belong to the labial®. 


